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IDOLATRY TODAY?

D oes idolatry exist today?

Idolatry is when people worship images, statues,
trees, rivers, hills, stones, the sun, moon and stars. God
strictly forbids idolatry:
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"You shall have no other gods before Me. You
shall not make for yourself an idol in the form
of anything in heaven above or on the earth be-
neath or in the waters below. You shall not
bow down to them or worship them; for L, the
Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing
the children for the sin of the fathers to the
third and fourth generation of those who hate
Me, but showing love to thousands who love
Me and keep My commandments." (Exodus
20:3-4).

King David in Psalm 134 cries:
“The idols of the heathen are silver and gold,
the work of men's hands. They have mouths,
but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see
not; They have ears, but they hear not: neither
is there any breath in their mouths. They that
make them are like them: so is every one that
trusts in them.”

But is worshipping false gods all there is to idolatry?

The question is, what is a false god? Is it just a gold

statue, or can it be other things, things we don’t nor-

mally think of as a god?
For each person, their god is what they value most.
Many people today think that they don’t believe in any
god, let alone a false god. But the absence of the label
“God” doesn’t mean much. Today’s idols are very so-
phisticated. When fashionable clothes, electronic gadg-
ets, music, being liked by friends, or “doing my own
thing” are higher for us than God’s will, then we have
created an idol to worship, just as ancient peoples
carved images and worshipped them instead of the real
God.
We fall into idolatry when we put created things above
the uncreated God; when God is not the centre of our
life, but just one of many things competing for our at-
tention.
Jesus said:
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal; but lay up for your-
selves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-
21)
Where is your heart?
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21, moLY UNCTION

he divine nature of the Sacrament of

Holy Unction or Holy Oil, 1is described in
the Holy Scripture, and was instituted by the
Apostle James, the Brother of God
(adehpOBeoc). There is also evidence from
Holy Tradition that Holy Unction was always
performed in the Church as a Sacrament.
In James 5’ 14-15, we read - “ Is anyone sick
among you ? let him call the elders of the
church, and let them pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the Lord ; and the
prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord
shall raise him up; and if he had committed sins
they shall be forgiven him”.
From Holy Tradition we have the testimony of
St.John Chrysostom and Origen, who state that
the Sacrament was performed in combination
with repentance and Confession.
The Sacrament cures the body - “...... and the
prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord
shall raise him up”. But it also forgives the sins
of the sick, provided that at the time he also
Confesses, for it is possible that he may have
fallen into some sins which may well be the
cause of his affliction.
The visible elements of the Sacrament are the
oil, the prayers of the Church and the anointing
of the sick with the sign of the cross with Holy
Oil. The invisible element is the Divine Grace
which cures the sick, if this is the will of God,
and grants remission of sins, providing there has
been repentance and confession.
Holy Unction is an effective healing power at
our disposal, which unfortunately is not prac-
ticed by many Christians at times of illness.
We must perform the Sacrament when sick, as
divine power can heal diseases which are incur-
able by current medical practice.

Saint of the Month

Great Martyr Christina

C an you ' H’ ]
imagine be- H i
ing tortured for | a
your faith... by By
your own father? | -. A .
As unbelievable 1.4}, Al T
as it seems, this =~
is what happened = &
to Saint Chris- = .
tina, who mar- |
tyred in the year =~
234. 15
Saint Christina ;ll
was born in the
year 200 in Tyre,
Syria. Her pagan
father was a powerful magistrate who had a num-
ber of golden idols. St Christina broke them and
distributed the pieces among the poor. Infuriated,
her father had her whipped and thrown into a dun-
geon. Christina, however, remained unshaken in
her faith. Her body was torn by iron hooks, then
fastened to a rack beneath which a fire was kin-
dled. But God watched over His servant and turned
the flames back toward the onlookers.

The torments to which this young girl was sub-
jected would seem as difficult to devise as to imag-
ine; but God was beside her at all times. After a
heavy stone was attached to her neck, Saint Chris-
tina was thrown into a lake, but was rescued by an
Angel. Her father, hearing she was still alive, died
suddenly.

A new judge succeeded him, a cruel pagan experi-
enced in persecuting the Christians. She then sur-
vived a raging furnace, after remaining in it for
five days. Serpents and vipers thrown into her
prison did not touch her. Then her breasts and
tongue were cut off.

The Saint prayed to be allowed to finish her
course. She was finally pierced with spears
through her heart and side, gaining a martyr's
crown by willingly offering her soul into the hands
of God whom she faithfully served and loved. Ow-
ing to the extent of tortures she suffered for her
faith, the Church has given her the title of “Great

Martyr”. D
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Na Mixpove xar ha MelaAovg

NA AIABAZTEI A’ OAH THN OIKOTENEIA

oOA10G KU’ 6Aag!...

Moig pv Aiyo dev yoptdoape to [laoya,
TOPAd0GLUKEA OTMG TAVTA, Y10 VO YIAAOES YPOVINL
topa; [pwv AMyeg nuépeg éxheloe o Oelog kOHKAOG pe
v yropt ¢ [levinkootg, 1o yevéBito g
exKAnoiog Tov Xplotov.

Mnnkape Aowmdv otov lodho, Tov adlmvapn 6mmg Tov
ovopdlovpe otnv EAAGOa.

Elvar pivag ocvykopidng, Aoyaplacpod. Tt anédmaoav ot
KOTO1 EVOG OAMOKAN POV YPOVOV;....

Xpdvou yepdTov aywvio yio BpoyEc Kot GAAEC KOLPIKES
OKOTOOTOGIES OO TNV GIOPE. LEYPL TO EVAOYNUEVO
oloviopal...

To id10 ovuPaiver kar pe tnv kaOnuepvi PlomdaAn.
[Tepvape kpioeig, aymviec, OMyelg kar doxipacies. Ot
OTOTIOTIKEG WMAGVE Y10 KPioT), Yio TN uic KotaoAwyng.
MdMota TpOSPATEG EPEVVEG OElvOLV OTL TOALY TTOOLAL
emmpedlovtot omd TV Koo TG Lavag, mov Taipvel
SLAPOPEC 0VGIEG KO TPOPLLO. KOTE TNV SLAPKELN TNG
gykopoovvnc. Ot Bo TapoveLdcovY Kot Tapovstalovy
TETOL0. CUUTTOMOTO KOl GE PKPT NALKio
akéun!...Yrdpyovv moAdd mopadetypoto AEve ot
ywzpoi. 'Evag 6toug €N avopeg Kot Ui 6T TECCPES

®co.

‘Eva. @GAdo mapdaoerypo: Mo untépa oTevaymplétal Kot

YTLTETOL Y10, TOV Y10 TG OV Tailel OA ToL AEQPTH TOV
OTIg TOKEP LACIVG KoL 6 GALa TUYXEPE oy vidia, Kot
OV GTNV AMEATIGIA TOL gV dOVAEVEL Kot €lval OA0
ykpivia kot paocapieg oto onit. Kdmolog. tng pikdet va
npocevyn el oty [avayio kot va gumiotevndel 6” Avty
70 Todi TG. Me Tt moAMd, amopacilel n unTépa va
néel otnv EAAGSa. [Inyaivel yio mposkdvno oto
Movaotipla oto Metémpa o ko tvon amd ket
Kovtd. Tnv PAénetl évoc ['époviag otevaympnuévn Kot
g Aéel 6TL OAa B Tave kadd. Tnv cuvavtdet
apyotepa og éva GAAo Movaotipt, Tov Tavnyvpilet
TOL ZMOTNPOG Kot TNG AEeL va Lelvel ovym, OAa givat
evtacell... H untépa yopilel nicw kot pickel to moudi
g tereing aAhayuévo!l... [Iépacav dvo ypovia amd
toTE Kot 10 Todi cuveyilel va dovAevEL Kt dgV
Eavamailel Toxepd moyvidia amd tote!... Oavpa gival
TPUVO OTIG NUEPES Hag oAopavepo!... Kol tdoa dAla
tétoto, Oadpato oto ddPa tov ardvov!... I'a dvo
KMadeC xpovia, tdpa 1 EAAnvopB6doén Tapddoon
pog, pog E0peye Kot TpEPeTal amd To TOPASELY L TOV
Xropéal... Kt 6pwg o EAAnvopBodo&og tov 2005
detdlel, maPUTAEL TO OTTAN TOV, TAVEL VO, GTTEPVEL KOl
va eATilEl 6TO «OADVICHO» KATA HEYOAO TTOGOGTO

yovaikeg kamote otn o1 Tovg
0o mepdcovv Kpion
KkatdBAymc. Onmg évag
TEVIVTOTEVTAPNG TTOV TPV OVLO
xpovio Exave padlobepomeio
Y0 KAPKIVO TOV POVNTIKOV
YOPO®V LE EMITUYIA.
ITapovoialetal Tdpa pe

“...Kal TTéoca aAAa
TéTOl0 QaUpATO OTO
o1aBa Twv aiwvwv!”

TOVAGYLOTOV.

BéBawa eivor yevikd 10 Kokod
oAov tov koopo. ITavtov 1
amoTio, 1 VAGTIKN
EL0OAOANTPIN ATOYAVVMVEL TOV
avBpwmo. Kot 1t i avtd. Kat
onuepa yivovrol Oavuato

Bpayvada. Tov pmtdet o yrotpdg akdue komvilels; Ko
Aéet: Ae Papiéoar yatpé. Kot mov {odue T
katolofaivovpe. Eivarl anoyontevpévog amo v {on
KOl TEPLOCOTEPO LLE TOV Y10 TOV, TOV EVA EXEL VAL
coPapd yuyoloyikd TpoOPANLa dev dEyETOL KATO
Oepaneio Tov Oo Tov fondncet, d10TL apveitol va o
mapadeytel. Appwaoto To Todi, ota Tpdbupa
KatdBAymg o matépoc. [oTpdg kot matépog
SOMGTOVOLV LLE 0£0G TNV OUN TPOYUUTIKOTNTO KOl
Eapvidlovtatl... [Tog katdvinoav €16t ta mpdypata; Tt
&ywav ta 6vepa; BéPato vdpyet ko
eappakofepaneio kot yoyobepaneio, mov 6A0 TO
oLYVA TNV YPEELETAL O KOGLOG GTILEPT KOL TTOV
PBonbaetl kot eivon amotelespotikny. AAAG evd 0
vewpyoc o omeipel pe v eAmida 6TL Kabe YpOVo KATL
0o aAwvicel, o0 matépog ovtdg detdlel. Xavel v
EUTIGTOGVVT] TOV GTOV EQVTO TOV, GTOVG YUP® TOV, GTO

KaOnuepva, 6Twe
wpoavapépape!... Mmopel vo delAdoel Yo Alyo o

"EMnvac. Opwg dev Ba mapatioet v [Hopddoor| tov,

OV TOV YMTWMGE, TOV S1TNPNOE OTA YPOVLIL TNG

ok afiic. Aev Oa apkeotel o€ Evav EmPavelakd uovo
YIOPTAGHO TOV UEYOA®V Y1O0PTOV. O KAdyel, O
npocevymn e, Bo evepyomoinbel cav Tov aKALOTO
vempyo. Oa yael va Ppet T aUEAELNG TOV, TIC
gleiyelg Tov, ta AdOn tov. Oa ynioeicel 10
ToPEMOV TOV, TO TPOSMAIKO KOl TNG KANPOVOULAG TOV.
®a avayet to KavtiAl, Bo Bupaticet, Oa Tpoosvyn e,
0o vnotevoet, Ba Eavabounbei tov Oed, Ba mer To
«quoaptovy, Ba toAunocet va eamiler. Ko 6tav mapet
Vv amdvinon, oot Oa v wapet, Oo Tov do&alet, Oa
Tov evyvopovei, Ba Tov guyapiotel, Ba Tov evioyei yia
T0 «oA@VIopo» Alyo 1| ToAd. Evdoynuévo vave. Apunv.
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Laying of Foundation Stone of Pantanassa Monastery

Scale model and artist’s rendition of the
proposed Pantanassa Monastery building
complex at Mangrove Mountain, Gos-
ford, New South Wales. More informa-
tion, including donation forms, can be
found on the monastery’s website at:
http://home.it.net.au/~jgrapsas/pages/Pan
H [ tanassa.htm

O n Saturday, July 16", in the presence of many clergy and laity, His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos offici-
ated at the laying of the foundation stone ceremony for the Church of the Monastery of Panagia Pantanassa,
Mangrove Mountain NSW. The ceremony marked a truly historical day for the entire Greek Orthodox Church of
Australia, and represented the culmination of many years labour by the abbot and monks of the Monastery and
their many other helpers. We pray that God continues to bless this holy work for the spiritual benefit of all the Or-
thodox Christian faithful in Australia.

P

His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos
arrives at the Divine Liturgy Service,
| greeted by the abbot of the Monas-

$| tery Father Stephanos (left).

| After the Holy Liturgy, walking to
the foundation stone site with other
members of the clergy (right).

50 Years of Sunday School!

With God’s help and the blessing of various Metropolitans [ By
and Archbishops over the years, including His Eminence i
Archbishop Stylianos, this year marks the 50" anniversary of
Greek Orthodox Sunday Schools in Sydney. Organised by the
Greek Orthodox Christian Society, a generation of Orthodox
faithful who are many of today’s parents, teachers and priests _
have themselves been taught at Sunday School. To celebrate this
miracle of half a century of Orthodox Christian mission in Aus-
tralia, our next issue of Lychnos will be dedicated to this impor- |
tant anniversary. In addition, a special Concert to mark this
event, by all Sydney Sunday Schools, will take place on the af-
ternoon of Sunday, 2™ October, at Marrickville Town Hall. Ask [
your local Sunday School Teacher for more details. ok
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